
The City of Sparta 

 
Paramahansa Yogananda left Calcutta on Aug. 2, 1920, as a passenger on the City of 
Sparta, the first passenger ship to sail to the United States from India after World 
War I.1 The freighter carried 61 passengers and a cargo of mostly jute and tea.2   

Paramahansa Yogananda and the other passengers disembarked on Pier 3 in East 
Boston on Sunday, Sept. 19, 1920.3   (This area is now Piers Park, in East Boston.) 

About the Ship 

The City of Sparta was built in 1896 in Belfast, Ireland, by Workman, Clark & 
Company Ltd. It was a long and narrow ship: approximately 430 feet long and 50 
feet wide (70 feet longer than a full football field with end zones and less than one 
third the width of a football field). The displacement was 5,415 gross tons (541,500 
cubic feet).  It was made of steel and had one funnel and two masts.  Its service 
speed was 12 knots.4 

The City of Sparta’s last passenger voyage was in July 1923.  After that, it was used 
only to transport cargo. And in 1931 it was scrapped in Port Glasgow, Scotland, 
because of the worldwide economic downturn that was seriously impacting 
steamship companies at that time.4 

About the Funnel Colors 

The City of Sparta was built for George Smith and Sons and it was part of their City 
Line fleet. The funnel colors of the fleet were dark buff with a black top. 6  

In January 1902, Ellerman Lines Ltd acquired the City Line fleet and changed the 
name to the Ellerman City Line. 5  The fleet “adopted the Ellerman funnel colour of 
buff with a white band and black top.” 7  It is likely that these would have been the 
funnel colors of the City of Sparta during Paramahansa’s voyage to Boston.  

On Oct. 25, 1920, the City of Sparta was transferred to Ellerman & Bucknall 
Steamship Co. Ltd.’s American & Indian Line. 4 The funnel colors of the Ellerman 
& Bucknall Steamship Co. Ltd. were black with white diamonds encircling the top. 8 
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